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regard to my portion, and whether I was in jest or in
earnest, I had declared myself to be very poor, so that
in a word, I had him fast both ways 5 and though he
might say afterwards he was cheated, yet he could
never say that I had cheated him.

He pursued me close after this, and as I saw
there was no need to fear losing him, I played the
indifferent part with him longer than prudence might
otherwise have dictated to me: but I considered how
much this caution and indifference would give me
the advantage over him when I should come to own
my circumstances to him; and I managed it the
more warily, because I found he inferred from
thence, that I either had the more money, or the
more judgment, and would not venture at all.

I took the freedom one day to tell him that it
was true I had received the compliment of a lover
from him, namely, that he would take me without
inquiring into my fortune, and I would make him
a suitable return in this, viz. that I would make as
little inquiry into his as consisted with reason, but
I hoped he would allow me to ask some questions,
which he should answer or not as he thought fit;
one of these questions related to our manner of
living, and the place where, because I had heard
he had a great plantation in Virginia, and I told
him I did not care to be transported.

He began from this discourse to let me volunta-
rily into all his affairs, and to tell me in a frank
open way, all his circumstances, by which I found
he was very well to pass in the world; but that
great part of his estate consisted of three planta-
tions, which he had in Virginia, which brought him
in a very good income of about 300/. a year ; but
that if he was to live upon them, would bring him
in four times as much. Very well, thought 1, you
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